
REASONS FOR OBJECTING TO PROPOSALS FOR HOUSING 

DEVELOPMENT ON SITE ADJACENT TO BROOMHILL LANE AND PARK 

LANE, AND THE WIDENING AND “IMPROVEMENT” OF 

BROOMHILL LANE, REEPHAM 

 

 

Having now lived in Reepham for just under 24 years, I have witnessed many 

proposals for development on various sites in and around the Town.    

 

Over the last ten or more years, there have been several proposals for large-scale 

development in and around Reepham and none have been approved.   The major 

development at present is on Stony Lane, which is for an elderly care home and 

sheltered housing complex, together with a small Coop supermarket.   The disruption 

this has caused, and continues to cause, has been extreme.   

 

My understanding of the reason previous proposals have been unsuccessful was 

because the sites considered would have caused disruption to traffic and the Town was 

unable to support a large development.   The roads in and around Reepham are narrow; 

some barely wide enough for two vehicles.  So far as I can see, it would be impossible 

to widen any of the roads within the Town perimeter.  A study of Broomhill Lane 

would reveal that the proposal for that Lane to be the access and egress route for 

cars/vehicles from 141 houses would be completely unsustainable.  That number of 

homes would produce at least that number of cars and, most probably, twice that 

number.   The prospect of so many vehicles, together with cars and coaches serving the 

High School can only be viewed as a nightmare with the probability of a major 

accident just waiting to happen.   The same problem would apply to Park Lane, which 

is very narrow, with no prospect of widening.   Traffic exiting Park Lane already has a 

major problem, with cars driving too fast out of Town and anything from the left, not 

visible until it rounds the bend. 

 

So far as the number of houses is concerned.   141 is far too many for a small Town 

like Reepham.   The schools are already over-full, as is the Surgery.  Parking is at a 

premium, with the Station Road car park and the Market Place always full.   All roads 

are narrow, only wide enough for two vehicles.  141 cars trying to get in and out of 

Reepham early in the day and later, on return, would probably create gridlock.   It is 

never wise to drive out of Reepham around 3.00pm because the cars and coaches 

leaving the High School block the whole of School Road. 

 

From 141 houses I understand there will be 28 “affordable” homes (whatever that  

means).   Reepham hardly needs 4/5 bedroom homes but does need smaller 2/3 

bedroom properties for the average sized family.   Preferably smaller for singles, 

retired or couples without children.    There have been “infill” properties built on 

Kerdiston Road, all 4/5 bedroom homes, costing over £450,000.   If Reepham is to 

encourage younger residents, there needs to be properties available which are within 

their price range.    With other “infill” and the development on School Road, the site of 

the old Abbs Garage, Reepham has probably provided quite a number of new homes. 
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So far as the proposed housing development is concerned, consideration must be given 

to the presence of a large Badger sett on the border with farmland.  This sett is 

inhabited and active and must not be disturbed in any way.   An ecological survey must 

be carried out prior to any development. 

 

If all other proposals in the past have been refused for the reasons stated, why is 

serious consideration being given to this one?   It ticks no boxes so far as “affordable” 

housing is concerned;  it is not offering an extension to the Surgery.    The cemetery 

will get by without any major extension since most people now opt for cremation and 

there is still plenty of space, added to which some older graves could possibly be 

reused.   A Sports Hall for the High School would be a luxury but hardly a necessity.  

141 houses and a major traffic problem would be very high prices to pay for  

either of those two “carrots”. 
 

A development of this size would potentially ruin the rural and community 

atmosphere of this idyllic Town.    The facilities in Reepham are not extensive 

enough  to be able to cope with so many additional inhabitants. 

 

 

Resident at 37 Chapel Close 

Reepham   NR10 4QP 


